- a. PRC. 4” ER, - -1 i 
\ Os Y > ov - 
- "0 ” | . 
- 
, w - 
: 
- 
. 4 od 


Hue, 3 by, of A A L H 


To all. the 


"SnrefitrDs 
ISRAEL 


- To Remember their 
k, Great Maſters Laſt Loving Charge 
CY .T 0 MEM. 


In Compliance with, and in Anſwer unto 


A Late Letter 


Sent abroad by 2 Worthy Author, 


And Commended to the Members of ſeverak 
SEPARATIONS in this KING DOM, 
To the end they might Return, , 


And Give Honour and Obedience 
| To their MOTHER, 


And unite themſelves in Love 
To their Brethren, Sons of the Church 
5 oft ENGL AN D. 


Ds _ 


LONDO N, Printed for John Norri. 


"To the Right Honourable 
ANTHONY ASHLEY COUPER 
Earl of SHAFT SBURY. 


*IGHT HONOUR ABLE, 


Ince the Lord hath ſo wonderfully preſerved the 
low Taper of your weak Body, in the time of your 
— confinement (though it ſens fo be aimf ent) 
and bajh been in prot wer of being extinguiſhed 
befare bye time, by bac uch cruel Inſtruments as the De» 
vil phe pane uſe of to deftroy trmth it ſelf from 
the face of the Earth , and alſo de-throne 1he King 
aven, if it were off ible. Since he alone bath 
£iven ou RG! and Wiſdom to work your ſelf from 
ear and dark Clouds of falſe Witneſſes , 
66 4þ 4ſp erſed them all (1:ke the Sun inthe 
Lirmawind).3 at you {ak liberty like toit-; To vun 
our. Race with with the arfulneſs, andmmuch to the Glory 
Gone God”, wh cnt get lengthen r days by _ 
crea Ou p v1gor, 1hat you f a0 
bins prvce bis Mar and date, a "and dais = 
reat teſtimony you asready gi0en WY reads 
- eſs and wilh wel berein upon at roſe "ar T hve 
ore eſumed bF Fr ,.45 80 Dedicate this bs ſmall and mean 


f Honour , as 4 ' 3 boping 
genie to favoar it with your wo acceptance, 
it contains only afew 


own Wwe ANCIES 5 
-; with: ſome Notes I had me, and which I 
ales 94 


t together in the time of "your Confine- 
oe Snbrd been read and approved 
205 -Worw® e rJonc, » whoſe goodneſs is ſu þ, that 
= will own truth though tn never ſo _—_ a dreſs ; 
and ſome of them deſire to have it Trinted for the 


ap af afhmy 


Fagueet Good, both as 'it 'may more ſuit the meaneft 
ities than kearneder things 10the ſame purpoſe ; 


ardolje as bring ſnort , it-ojts, rus into the ne 


”- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
bands: the conſideration hereof hat hprevailedraitb 
9? , to yield it tothe Preſs, which I the more rea-' 
4:ly do, betanſe the whole dr fien of it |{ 45 to bel, 
wake up ow unhappy Breaches, which are as Waunas 
growtng deeper and ſorer.ihen ever , for want of the 
chief Ingredient , trne love-amongſt us, to make up 
that precious Balſome which only can heal thtm,and 
<211hout the uſe of which,they muſt needs grow worſe 
and worſe flill, Naw fince your Henour s8*bttter 
ſtored with this choice Infuſon, than many others at 
thisdiy 5; T mean Love, which you have laid up in 
the hearts of many, as in ſure Store-houſes. May tbe 
King of Kings imploy you #n his Charch, that you may 
improve thatgreat ſtock of Love you bave even inthe. 
bearts of Diſſenters gswell as others; notwith}tind.- 
ing you honour the publick Churchwith your preſence, 
and cleave toit (as it u hoped you do) to the prepa- 
ring and (ſpreading ſuch a large Plaiſttr, as may not 
only ſerve to cover but alſo cure that great and ſore 
IWaound or Breachthat « now, and bath Brew for this 
many years 11 the true Church of Chrift in theſe Na- 
trons, cauſed by the unhappy Differences, Aunima/i- 
ties aud Drwiffuns among/t us. And may you be atiive 
in your place, and inſtrumental in this moſt excellent 
work of Uniting and Cementing as mwaty,gs you can to- 

gether ; this would not only make you Renowned hevre, 
but make way for you into the everlaſting Being of 

Chrift and the Angels hereafter, where the, ef 

guſt Men are made perfeF,and ſpatl newer thd ; ro the 
which place the Lord bring you andall that. Jouve Bi 

Truth,and long for hu Appearing ; to whom I commit 

you and yours , begging your pardon for all the Adſur- 

&1ties herein commitied , the which that they may 

riever reflctt upon any of the moſt Noble” ſort of Man- 
kind; IT will rather diſcover my ſelf to. be your Ho- 

nous. bumole S11vant ard Hardrmnd, 
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To ALL THE, 
SHEPHERDS of ISRAEL, 
To Remember 


Their cat Maſter's Laſt Loving Charge .. 
to Them. | 


SIR, 


N my judgment your late-Adviece to'the ſtrayed: 
I Sheep, or ſcattercd Children of our Mother the 
Church of Zng/and is both Learned and Excel- 
lent, informing the'Children-of their;Daty.one. to 
another , and both of then to-their ; But. 
ſo modeſt are you as 'not: $0. mind the \Moether' of 
bers ; though that alſo is to-be regarded, and-whoſe 
demeanour ought tobe ſuch/before them , as.may 
reader her worthy of the honour:ſhe!.expeRts from 
them, Now whereas I pon 1p omar no 
ing an obſcure perion, I humbly: = 4t: my Re- 
queſt to you , That either, your ſelf or ſome -other 
as well diſpoſed , would be;at the- pains to do that 
thing effeQually ; , and' far this Reaſonamangſt o- 
thers I judge ig needful , —— a— 
| ſent 


2 ACall tothe Shepherds. 


ſent ignorance and wilfulneſs in theſe days, proceed 
- much from their Mothers former careleſneſsand idle- 
neſs many years ago ; when had ſhe been as good in 
her Practice , as for the moſt part ſhe hath been in 
her Precepts ; ſhe might then indeed have found the 
one at home more obedient,and the other more tract- 
able and farleſs Rebellious : where?s now they are at 
ſuchdiſtance,that herveryMotherhoodis calledin que- 
ſtion,not only of ſomeſtrangers butof lomeof herSons 
whom ſhe hath brought forth,who refuſe to take her 
by thehand;and it is in'vainforany to blame them till 
they can perſwade her to morecare and diligence.lt is 
the duty of every NaturalMother to be at the pains, as 
to inſtruct and Jay in good and ſound Priggiples into: 
her Children while young , if ſhe would preſerve 
her own honour , and their future ſafety when old ; 
ſo likewiſe to ſet good Examples before them, 
which is the beſt of teaching : and as much more are 
theſe things incumbent upon the Spiritual Mother , 
as the Soul is to be valued above the Body : But ſhe 
may ſay of her felf , what Daz:d faid of himielf, 
2 Jam. 24. 1 have ſinned and done wickedly , but 
a5 for theſe Sheep what have they done , that they 
fhould ſuffer for my faults? The pgor Sheep have 
been ſcattered ; worried,- and devoured by ſubtle- 
and'cruel Wolves , very mueh through their Shep- 
herds negle&t. Now 41 conceive in this Name , Mo- 
ther , is comprized all the Miniſters of the Glorious 
Gofpel-of Chriſt, who have ſeveral Titles, but moſt 
————— herds, Ezetb#e7 34.2. Should 
not the'Shepherdls feed the Flpcks 3 Burt how ? Eirit 
they who are rightly f&intiruled , muſt be endowed 
with a Power to perform ; Secondly, with a Will to 
do well ; and Thirdly, with Diſcretion to diſcern : 
for Learning, Love, and Prudence are the ellential 


parts 


A Call j6 the Shepherds. E: 
parts of a perfe& Paſtor: 'If he 'want the firſt; wo 
to the 'Flock, - no man can give what he hath not ; 
if hehath the firſt and not the ſecond, as good want 
both ; fince the Flock muſt want howſbever : if both 
the firſt and not the laſt , as good Jack all ;* for they 
rad better give nothing; then no good thing, or then 
ſome evil thing : And he muſt haye theſe Three at 
leaſt, that woald be,as many would be thought to be, 
a trueShepherdof Chriſts Flock ; who-muſtbe beau : 
tified with'Learning \, as they' are the Meſſengers of 
God, the Eye-lighrof the World, Mat. 5. 14, And 
asit were a Sunn the Firmament of the- Church to 
difperfe the Clouds of Ignorance , and give light to 
ſuchas fit in darkneſs. Indeed the Biſhops only may 
properlybe ſaid to be Suns,and other Teachers under 
them , as thereſt of the Lights and Stars', to. en- 
lighten the minds of Men, and to impart to others 
what they have _— _ cd -1ooa ago But 
the Sun cannot give light if it be! , no more 
cana Paſtorpartornt hisdory, who is drowned inthe 
deeps of darkTgnorancez And where the cafe ſtands 
To , what can 'follow , but that which' our Saviour 
himſelf faid, If the 1ight which s in you be darkneſs, 
how great 1s that Jarkneſs ! Mat. 6. 23. - Doabt+ 
leſs it is a very great mercy and benefit, when our 
God -beſtows ſuch Paſtors as are according to bis owin 
heait, who feed bis people with knowledge and un” 
derſtanding , Jer. 2. 1, The moſt precious food of 
the Soul, 1s the Word of God ; which periſherh, not 
but 'endureth unto coeraing tfeq 'John '6.' 27. 
Therefore St. Bernard faith” upon ,qur Saviours 
words to Peter, Feed my Sheep , feed with Prayer, 
feed with Preaching , feed with thy Life and godly 
Converſation : The Rule of which is fully fet down 
in the r Tim. 3: — beginning ackmgers: 
2 | ths 


A A Call tothe Shepheras. 
the Miniſters muſt not only be Good, Grave, and- 
Sober themſelves, but their Wives muſt be ſo too , 
having Caildren under obedience ; for if ſuch can't 
Rule their own Houle well, how ſhall they take care 
of the Church of God ? And thoſe that do Rate well. 
are worthy of double Honour, eſpecrally ſuch as la= 
bour inthe Word and Doftrine. Theſe, as the three 
former, d6 well tBgether , but being aſſunder profit 
little: To whom was it ſaid but to Shepherds, Labour 
7ill T come, Luk: 19. 13. Which buſineſs 4s-ſurely, 
performed ,, if by their Preaching and Living, they, 
c4in the Souls of Men ; if they rebuke, and reprove 
tuch as are obſtinate, comfort the Penitent, ſtrenghen 
the, Weak, heal the infirm, bind up the Broken, 
ſeek what is loſt, and bring again what was driven. 
away ; they muſt be Gentle , Careful and Tender, 
Skiltul and Prudent, able to Underſtand and Judge 
when and what to-apply; as thoſe who are skiltul 
in the Art of Phiſick , do not Miniſter all things to 
all Men, nor at all times , but. according to.the 
quality of the Diſeaſe, or the Complexion and Con- 
ſtitution of the Body of the Patient: So muſt he that- 
is a healthful Feeder of Gods Flock, be wiſe to con- 
ſiJerthe Nature of each Sheep , andthe Strength of 
their Stomachs, and to Miniſter Food there-atter ; 
to ſome Milk, to others Fleſh ; ſome muſt be gently 
intreated, others ſeverely reprehendedy ſometimes 
Wine will be neceſſary, ſometimes Oyl. Becauſe 
ſome are Lambs and Babes in Chriſt, and muſt be 
tendered: ; being ſo weak in Grace and Knowledg , 
that they cauſe diviſions and ſeparations ; being as 
Waters. unſtable in all their ways , Gen, 49. and, 
miſled by any: Therefore Solomon ſaith, Prov, 2.7. 
23. Be diligent to kngwihe State of thy Folks, and. 
take beed to thy Heards. Othersare obſtinate, wil: 
au 


A'Call to the Shephertfs.. © © 
fuk and conceited, and are therefore ro be rebuked 
ſharply, Tit. r. t;. But the reaſon why this is not * 
minded , is, becauſe ſome want Learning , and 
therefore they cannot Preach and Inſtru&;; ſome 
want Love, therefore they cannot Pray ;' and ſome 
want Prudence, and therefore they cannot Edifie 
by their Good Example and Government. Thus ſome 
would and cannot ; ſome can and will not ; and ma- 
ny neither can, nor will, nor do. This is ſad and 
much to be laid tqgheart ; and ſhould none take 
notice of it, the very ſtones would cry a loud to 
ſee how much the laſt words of the Hoſanna in the 
higheſt have been forgot by ſomany of the Sons of 
' Jonas ; who while they negle& their duty and: 
cg , the poor Sheep periſh- in all times. Our 
blefled Lord foreknowing theſe things would come. 
to paſs, leaves a ſtrict charge upon Peter, and by 
him to all the'reſt of his Miniſters, that ſhoul1 be 
after him ; deſiring earneſtly that as they loved him, 
ſo te expreſs it by their tender care of: his Lambs. 
and Sheep; John 21. Simon: Sox of Jonas, loweſt thou 
me? Feed my Lambs firſt ; and again, Loveſt thou me? 
then feed my Sheep; and a third rime, Feed my Sheep, 
as if hecould never ſay enough to this purpoſe ; at 
which Peter was ſorry :: and methinks [ heard our 
bleſſed Lord ſay when he faw:himſo, Peter art thou: 
troubled that I ſo much.queſtion' thy love to me, By 
trebling this my great Charge upon thee, to the end 
thou mayelſt never forget to feed my Sheep ? Doelt. 
not'thou now believe, that they are” more” dear to- 
methan'my life', © which.I have-fo lately laid down: 
and taken up again: for-their: ſakes , as thou canſt. 
Witneſs ? They are my Peculiar, Rich, and Tender 
' Treaſure, which hath coſt me dear, and for the which, 
I came from Heaven to/Earth, leit. my Glory _—_ 
| | athers. 
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6 A Call to the Shepherds. 
Fathers Houſe, only to preſerve them, and canſt 
thou or any elſe blame me for this my great care of 
them ? Now I am returning thither again to pre- 
pare places for them , and muſt in the mean 'rime 
leave them. to the care of frail Men, of like paſſions 
with themſelves, asthou mayeſt* believe, if thou 
doſt but conſider and call to mind thy own great in- 
firmity not long ſince, even whenlI was in extremi- 
ty and beſet on all ſides: How reſolutely didſt thou 
juſt before promiſe me, That thguyh all forſook me 
thou woulditnot, but go with me even to Prifon and 
to Dzath ; and yet no ſooner did a Temptation be- 
fal thee, but as | before told thee, thou didſt den 

me in my very preſence? And may notI juſtly ſuf. 
pet thy love and care of my poor Sheep , when 
am ſo far diſtant from thee as in Heaven, where 
thou canſt not behold me but by Faith ? Which if 
that fails thee never ſolittle , the ſmalleſt Temptati- 
on that is, will ſuddenly overcomethee, eſpecially. 
may I not fear that preferment in the World will 
ſoon make thee forget to be diligent and careful 
of my poor weak Lambs; like to thoſe ill Shepherds 
of old, Ezek. 34. who did feed themſelves and not 
the Flock, who did ear the Fat, and cloth them- 
ſelves with the Wooll, but fed not the Sheep? And 
are there not too many who neither take care: to: 
ſtfengthen the weak , or heal the ſick, neither have 
ſought that which is driven away , or hath been 
ſcattered through Ignorance , and loſt by careleſ. 
neſs, as if they had forgot their duty or what was 
threatned in defect of it? As 1 live, faith the Lord, 
becauſe the Shepherds have done this, and ſuffered 
my Sheep to wander 1n all parts of danger, where 
they have been ſcattered as in a cloudy and dark 
day, 1 will require tliem at their hands , and hoy 
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A Call tothe Shepherds. 7 
ſhall ceaſe from feeding them, and 1 will ſearch them 
out my ſelf and help mp Sheep , and deliver them 
from them that ſerved themſelves of them; thus 
ſhall they underſtand thatI the Lord their God am 
with them. 

Now it may be remembred by ſome that we had 
not alfew ſuch Shepherds (as the Lord here complains 
of) abour 40 years ago ; who, with grief it may be 
ſpoken , got into fat Paſtures, had Living upon 
Living , by the which they waxed Fat, Idle, and 
Wanton : for too many of them made their Belly 
their God, gloried in their ſhame, and only minded 
earthly things ; they quite forgot their truſt and their 
Maſters laſt words ;laid aſide their Shepherds Crooks 
and the care of his Sheep together , being lafie, and 
wanting love, they were altogether unfit to labour 
in the Lords Vineyard: and. it was too viſible how 
much ſome of them were then given up to their 
pleaſures and paſtimes ; when of ſuch who were 
no leſs than DoCtors in thoſe days,there were ſome 
that have been called by their own Servants from 
their Cards, and other Games, ſtrait up into their 
Pulpits , where they did ſpeak ſo much Nonſenſe , 
that no underſtanding People were able to hear ir 
with patience : and likewiſe fo ill behaved rhemſelyes 
in all other things, that they cauſed the People to 
tranſgreſs, and almoſt abhor the Offerivg of the 
LorJ,and loath the hidden Manna of his Word. Then 
the Sheep began'to wander into Corners fo hear 
ſuch as they liked , and ſo have continued to do 


ever ſince : for our ſubtle Enemy the Devil in his In» | 


ſtrument the Pope , perceiving all this, and that 
the Sheep began to wander and run aſtray - through 
the negle& of their Shepherds, and their own gid- 
dineſs, preſently takes the advantage of that oppor- 

T2043 runity 


8 A Call to:the Shepherds: 
tunity-which he had long waited for ; ſends out the 
Jeſuits , thoſe devouring Wotwes zn Sheeps Clothing, 
Mat. 7. Evil Spirited and Falſe Teachers amongſt 
them; who ſeemed very zealous for the Cauſe then 
in hand, and by making ſtrange Faces and uſing 
ſtrange Tones, and pretending to {nſpirations, ſo 
deluded the poor, weak, and ignorant people, that 
they thought them Saints, and flocked after them in 
whole Droves, till they had Preached them into 
Confuſion and Rebellion ; not only againſt their 
Mother the Church,; but alſo the Lords Anointed, 
and the beſt of Eng/ind's Kings, who was a molt 
loving and tender-hearted Nurſing Father and only 
Defender of the true Faith and Religion ; and yet 
nothing. would ſatisfic them till they had moſt bar- 
baroufly Murthered him , and that before his own 
Door : O cruel Jeſuits ! How did they then Maske 
themſelves and walk about in diſguiſe, .in every 
corner of our Streets to delude the people to their 
ſorrow , and the great joy of the Pope , to ſee how 
they prevailed to'carry on his work; who did not 
queſtion now but that he ſhould ſuddenly be in the 
Throne, and make the Church and all, his own : 
But ever Bleſſed be the Lord who hath yet prevented 
him of that, though he ſuffers him to go on till, 
as he is the Rod of his Wrath to ſcourge his People 
when they thus offend , to the end he may refine 
them when ſo foul, and empty them from Veſſel -to 
Veſſel when ſettled upon their Lees : All which 
he hath been doing. ſince 42 , firſt by a long and 
bloody War, by the which our Church of England 
was quite defaced and laid waſte, till the happy 
Reſtauration of our Soveraign Charles the Second , 
whoſe griet 1t 15 that he cannot yet ſee it brought 
into the right Order , by reaſon of our preſent Di- 
= 3. AE. IRS viſions 
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" A Call to the Shepherds. '5 
viſions: Then a moſt eminent conſuming Fire in'our 
famous City of London, contrived and kindled by the 
Papiſts, and which cannot eafily be forgot by'all the 

'ProteſtantInhabitants therein. 'And now butvery late- 

lythe Lord hath moſt Graciouſly delivered us t6Admi- 
ration,out of the very mouths of tltoſe Blood-ſucking 
Wolves, when we were juſt ready to be a prey unto 
their Teeth. 

Now. fhall any that tralyfear the Lord, dare to 
go on to provoke him ftilbby dividing one from a- 
nother, notwithſtanding all the means he hath uſed 
tocement them together ? And will not*allthe right 
$epherds., bottrpublick and private, 'call to mind 
their Lords laſt treble Charge , fo as to get all bis 
Sheep and Lambs together ? Since they have' been 
ſo lately put in mind of their Duty by the Judgments 

paſt, and that it is ſo plain and manifeſt they have 
been ſo long ſcattered by their Predeceſfors neght 
gence, as well as the wantonnels of the Flock ; hd 
are in continual danger of- being miſled by falſe 
Guids, and of being ruined by ſubtle Adverſaries, 
Whilſt fome wander in by *paths from the'reſt of 
their Brethren, and reſolve to ſeperate from ,' and 

'not to joyn with them. Do they not give great ad- 

-vajWye to the common, Enemits? And ſolongas we 

aredivided, do we not only weaken our felfes,and 

'ftrengthen them ? And'can the Sheep unite or be 

fafe , when the Shepherds are divided amongft them- 

ſelves, *or careleſs of the Sheep ?: I conld molt hearti- 

ly . with 'that all who | Admuaiſter in holy Things, , 

would” joyn in love together to do their Lords 

Work and Will, and be Holy z# all manner of Con- 

wverſation and Godlineſs ; and as St. Pant fſaith'to 

Timothy, 1 Tim: '4; 12. Be unto thenitbat' believe, 

an Exumple in Words; in Conver|ution; m Love, in 

- C Sar #, 


16 ACall to the Shepherds. 
Spirit, in Faith, and io Purity « For Examples do- 
moye more than Precepts., and a-good Life than a 
good Letſon : Men are. incited ſooner by Works than 
Words, and. by Lives than: by Laws to. do. well. : 
Miniſters are called-the S$:/t of #he Earth , and. ihe 
Light of the Werld ,. Mat. 5. 13, 14. and are ſer 
as a Sun in the Firmament of the Church (as it is 
ſaid before) to diſperſethe Clcuds of Ignorance, and. 
give lightto ſuch as ſitin darkneſs, and the ſhadow 
of death. To this purpoſe they ſhould ſpeak ſa» 
vourly of the things of God in all their common Con-. 
verſe with Men ; and in theit Pulpits as the Oracles 
of God, and the Emballadorsof Chriſt, not. ſparing 
themſelves nor theit Auditors ; but lift up; their 
Voice like a Trumpet, ſhewing the, Pcpple their 
Tranſgreflions , and the Houſe of Zacob their Sins -- 
They ſhould alſo Adminiſter the Sacraments fre- 
quently and- zealouſly,, with great Admiration of 
the Love of Chriſt; and alſo e that, Divine. Ser- 
vice be. perfoxmed Revercadly and, Lively," as. it 
becomes Gods Houſe of Prayer ; that fo all People 
may have” more due eſteem of it, and. approach 
more trequently-to it than they do; and let none 

cfume todo. the, work of the Lard neglegently ; 

© as.5t. Never faith, Let them, Feed he Hank =) 


God , whichdepends upon.them, caring for it”, "Not 
by conſtraint, but. willingly: ; not-for filihy Lure , 
but of areagy mind ;. not as though they were Lords 
over Gods Heritage, but as Exſamples tathe Flock : 
and when; the chief Shepherd fhall appear', #bi5 
will receive an incorrupiible Crown of Glory, x Pet, 
2. 3, 4+ Therefore let all the Miniſters of the Gos 
dpel diſpenſe it freely apd impartialy toall , not as» 
buſing their Authority in-the Goſpel, {x Cor... g.. x8. 
not, uling Hlajtering. words nor colour'd. Cormour 
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nefs, 1 Theff. 2," 5. 'but exhort and' egy ” the. 
higheſt as-well as the loweſt, uſing the ſame plain- 
an, as occaſion ſerves, as Nathan did to David, 
when he had finned, ſaying , Thou art the May. - 
This would comecloſe to purpoſe , and it m: q 
ſtop the torreat of ſin and wickedneſs in the heads 
-of the people , -who are the only Patrons to the reſt 
in all times-: Therefore let them not ſpare the Rich 
and great Ones in their fins , neither negle& to in- 
Form the poor and ſmall ones 'in their [eprance . 
' their Souls being alike dear to the Lord ; who will 
-require a ſtri@ account e'r long of all his Shepherds, 
»for all his Sheep committed to their Charge in every. 
place: And it ts much to -be feared there will be a. 
- very fad one given to him of fo ' many. poor, Souls, 
both in, City and Country , who even periſh for lack, 
of Knowledg. Some between the publick Aſſemblies. 
and the private Meetings, fix upon no Religion at 
-all, bur live in the negle&t of ell the Ordinances. 
and Commands of God daily , and thinking it c- 
nough to'be counted a Meeter of any. Sec; neyer 
receive the Sacrament all their days, orhard!y know 
-what it means , and have none totake any account 
of them, 'by reaſon they take occafion through our 
unlawful 'Separations to flip out of the Care and 
-Obſervation of all. their Teachers , GO Ge them 
have done from'their Childhood to Old age; and fo 
die and periſh inftheir fins. This is a very fad Conſt 
deration'* Alaſs if ſuch are poor, they may go where 
they will, . for none for the moſt part is regarded in 
a Pariſh but the Rich: None in the Meetings, but 
ſuch., ſha be admitted and taken notice of and held 
faſt ; as if thoſewho have no Moneyhad no Souls, 
or becauſe the poor Sheep are ragged and torn, they 
» 


were no'Sheep; though it is ſaxd, The poot receive 
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Goſpel, Mat, 11..5.. and are.Rich in Faith , and ſhall” 
be made Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven. It was, 
the ſad complaint of Mr. $:d4rac S$:mſon at his death ,. 
that he had been ouly Ambitious to make up, his . 
Congregation of the Rich and Great, Perſons, and. 
refuſed the Poor, who brought but little profir... 
Thus the Goſpel hath been made a Merchandize.and 
Preaching a meer Trade ; ſelling thoſe Souls for lit- 
tle, which are of infinite value ; being not purchaſed” 
with Sitver or Gold, but with the precti ns  Bload: 
of Chriſt ; 1 Pet.. 1. 18. -Such little, coofider their 
worth , or. the great account that muſt be given for 
them ; who prefer their own profit or wiliful hu-. 
mours, ſoas t5 ſpeak and write all they can to pro-. 
mote and uphold” Separations and Diviſions, the 
which ſo long as they remain amongſt us, it is moſt, 
ſure that Thouſands of poor Souls mult periſh. And: 
on the other hand/in what a ſad condition: muſt thoſe 
places be ( of which too many there are in the Coun- 
trey) where either the allowance is ſo ſhort as will 
not encourage any Perſon of Worth to look after it ; 
or although it be ſufficientand plentiful enough, yet 
being in the hands of ſuch as accumulate as many 
Livings to themſelves as they. can. obtain , or the. 
Laws permit , get any poor Curare to Officiate there 
upon Terms that will ſcarcely keep Life and Soul toe. 
gether, and who being as.-poor in Capacity often as. 
outward Condition, ſtarve the Flock : But what ac- 
count will be given ot theſe things in the great day 
of Chriſt's coming, is dreadful to think upon, It. 
muſt be granted, as it is both right, and juſt ; that_ 
all who-Preach the Goſpel , and have fuch plentiful 
maintenance ſettled by Law ; as may not only ſup= 
port themſelves and Families who they are to pro» 
vide for, but alſo keep up their Authority, without 


being 


ACall tothe Sheviherch. SE: 
being beholding to., or depending} their 'Peo- 
ple, or be at their diſpoſe; - who tin woold-twnk 
to be hamoured - ſo;, as-not. 'to ſuffer their. words: of 
Exhortation or ſound Dof@trine:,- or to-be:told either 
of their Sirw or Duties :- This were indeed-unſuffera- 
ble:, and) the ſame + it were that Miniſters ſhould 
be put upon any thmg,. but only to mind their 
Heavenly Galling without: the - diltraQting Cares 
of the/; World, ; and thoſe - are '\moſt | unworthy 
perſons who endeavour to with-hold -their; Tythes: 
and juſt” Bucs from them;; which is-appointed -for 
them according tothe Law of the Lord in-old times, 
for the Preachers of the Law , who doubtleſs hath, 
intended no leſs;,. for the Miniſters/of\ the Goſpel ; 
for if we receive of their Spiritual Things, it is bur, 
ight and equal-they ſhould. have a ſhare in; and per- 
e of our Temporals ; as im-Ga4, 6. 6. 1 Cor. g. 
x3. But though rhis be true, yet the true Preachers, 
like St. Pawt, will be willing:to work with their own 
hands if need require , rather.vhen not toPreach-the 
Goſpel: therefore in ſuch a caſe;,; if ſuch haye Fogd. 
ard Raiment, let them therewith be content, for- 
they will have x great ſhare in the Reward to come : 
But onthe other {1de,if the World chance to flow in 
more plentifally upontthem , then -let-ſuch have a. 
care- of. Coverouſneſs,, which being Idolatry ,, is a 
moſt odious fin in all, but eſpecially in them : There- 
fore inſtead of this, would they uſe ſuch Talents to. 
the Glory of God by doing good; - and ſhewing:their, 
love. to their great Maſter, ' by their Bounty aod 
Gharity to his Poor, which he hath left.inthe World 
it his ſtead ; they would not'only ſet a good and cx-- 
cellent Pattern to all-others, butalſo anc vident Seal 
to their Miniſtry, that [they believe whar they 
Preach, and that they nowlive-iatheWorld by Faith, 
more than by Senſe. Oh, 
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Oh, did but our Shepherds thus ſhine in their lives, 
aſluredly the bright Beams thereof would fo darg 
themſelves forth into all-the dark Corners , where 
the poor ignorant,” yet t hope harmleſs and innocent; 
Sheep are atpreſent feattered ; I mean 'Difſenters : 
ſome of which l verily believe truly 'fear God, and 
defire to walk in the ways of his Commandments ; 
and-govern their Thoughts, Words and Lives , by 
the Precepts of the Goſpel: of Chriſt ;| and ſhould [ 
not ſpeak  charitably -6f fuch ,"rhough they don't 
concur with me in their” Judgments; 1 might'here- 
by give them cauſe to ſuſpe&, that cither 1 can't diſ 
cern betwixt them and others of a more baſe and 
and vicious Life ; or elſe that 1have- nor. ſaid this 
our of that ſincere -Love and AﬀeQtions 1 have to all 
ſuch , as being grieved to ſee'them led ſo much our 
of the way in their Journey to the Spiritual Canaan, 
as I can ſpeak by experience ; and therefore thearti- 
ly deſire: they-mxy ee ſuch a brightnels and bea 
in our right: Guids'ss may not only invite but dire 
them out of their!Barren , Thorny, and Briery, and 
moſt dangerous Wilderneſs, where they now feed, 
into the Green, Fat, and Flouriſhmg Paſtures of 
Gods publick Church and! Ordinances.; where they 
will not: only be fafe , but find'much plcaſure .and 
delight : for their company there, would help-to 
mike a very ſweet Harmony in the Ears of the Al- 
mighty , and their'Prayers joyned with the reſt of 
their'Brethren, mixt-with Love , would be of 
force t6 withſtand and prevail againſt”-thoſe. who 
are not only our cruel Eflemies; but the implacable 
Enemies 6f our Lord'Chrift, his Goſpel and Truth. 
But till this Union 'be made!;, + we can never fight 
. this Battle, like good and faithful Soldiers under 
his Banner againſt theſe., his and our-Enemies, who 

are 
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are both gra and/pdtent; 'but” may expe& while 
we thus diſagree like peevih and eee Children, 
that our alkwife'and heavenly Farher, will yet make. 
uſe of 'them/#s' Inſtfurhenrs mhishand't ME bedrmts 
tillweare Friends, wnd ſoye exch other?” Thereſore 
as weare the Childreh' 'of '6ne” Farther; Redeethed 
by oneLord, - hope to live gh 01m together in one 
Heavey”; fo let. us'no | hr boy ers here , net 
ther fall: out” in? 'our wa ay'thi oriwe_ are Bre- 
thren; and! affiichitet-us al pray that 'ij1*'e-ment< 
ing Grace-of Kove, may ncvermorebe wanting ei 
ther in Shepherd or Sheep, burthar we may all be. 
as one Flock ; under him Whey! the chief S 0 herd, | 
— alt our Souls. | - 

yo h6pe' 6 'feetheſe Ab GHs: 
ſ5'long ds the Sheep art” too” often under the 
Government of ſuch as uſe flattering words and co- 
loured Covetouſneſs, to keep them in all paths of 
danger, where «they have decn ſeattered ever_fince. 
the coudy end! dirk tays;/ms ing them believe RA, 
that thert are” fock fright things in the Pbblicle 
Aſſemblies, as ar&horfrt for theiry to comply with ; 
not only dull. Priefts,- wearing the Babyloniſh Gar- 
ments , but that rhe- a Prayeriis no _— 
Men Popi pilti'$ervite, and the'like. ' Whefezs ble 
bothel oh || BughindwiSniever ſapphitd with ber: 
ter” publick vrohieg i "than how 1t is, nor any 
_ Church'with's better #nd "more regulated Service , 
the Prayers being confidered , the beſt of Prayers , 
cothgol fed Lied e diic gcliberare care of 1 earned 

Men » Why grounded them only upon the 
—_— O God); and bee # pr above 
their Prayers, te. private Al » Which they call 


Ext flow only from the Spi- 
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.am ſure ſo faſt ſometimes , that they themſelves 
know not what they ſay ; inſfomuch as it hath beca 
a grief to ſome of them to confider-their own-words, 
upon con{ideration. and the. admonitien- of others ; 
as. it happened to one who had his Prayers writ 
down-by another that afterwards :{hewed the ſame 
to him , not, as if they had*been his, but deſiring 
his opinion of them , he forgettiag they were his 
own words.; when he had-read,the Paper , ſaid it 
was in his judgment ,, no better than Blaſphemy ; 
upon wich the party told him , they were his ver 
words ſuch a day of the Month. Oh how-often hath 
our loving Lord ſuffered himſelf to be affroated by 
the Worms which craul about his Foot-ſtool,, by 
ſuch who are not worthy ſo much as to look up'to 
kim, much leſs to have todo with fo holy and pure 
a Majeſty as he is ; who hath commanded us, becauſe 
He is in Heaven, and we on Earth, that our words 
ſoould be few , and well confidered,; -and to this end 
he left us that moſt:Excellent. and Abſolute 'Form- of 
Prayer in his Goſpel, as a Platform and Foundati- 
on of all Prayer ; the which we may ſay as often as 
we will , and inlarge upon.it , according as our oc- 
caſions require-: Cxrrainly ſuch muſt needs thiak 
themſelves wiſer than God, who think to-go beyond 
it, or out-do it., or undervalue it, ..as I have knowa 
ſome to have done in our late times; that have rua 
out of theChurch,when theyhave heard itmentioned; 
poor hearts who never underſtood .it., nor that place 
in the 1 Cor. 14. 1 will pray withybe Wire; and 
will pr. with ihe VOnderſtandeng alſo ; [eorll Sing 
with the Spirit , 'and Sing with the Underſtanding 
alſo; andnot to be raſh with our Lips to utter any 
thing before the Lord, When we make a Petition 
to an Earthly King, what care 1s there taken td gray. 
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-It up exaRly ; and: with. what Fear and' Reverence 
is iy cſented to him , as it is: fit to-be:; but when 


Father the. Great of 'Kings,. we think any 
come king of any. ' fore- 
Nos \ hood! enough for- him. -It i univie 
feare that while ſome Miniſters-are to feel what to 
fay, thattheir thoughts are-moreimployedto make 
new Matter , than to have their Hearts affected: in 
the any ; ; and their People, whoſe hearts ſhould 
SF Fave, los =o ifs 
me Petition”, ts likewi 
more to watch. what new- ods ſpeak';- and 
that they be not the ſame he-: the 
he prayed ;. then either to keep por Bo- 
dies, inary reverend or due Decorum-; and although 
they have the -of Daniel and David", and 
-our Bleſſed Sayiour himſelf; to kneelor: ſtand'a leaſt 
in Prayer time , s Fer will adventure to fi, or lean, 
uſe 


or ſleep ;- beca ma bs, "&'is-P 

them Si ſhew atry Roy Nth Nitrs warns 

dies, and God My r "their 'H carts. ' 

can never be right Prapi by the | Spiric-of Ky 

who is a God of noe of Confuſion, Br 

.alaſs, this is nc.coubliruthe pl Men 

F mean a fick Miniſters, art only or now 
reſſipns, every time the ;o5 meh Vinay 

(Fs re renin not foo meas) as Pave Robes 

om manark eyery'yeir, t 
Le nn na 
y takerareto 
heir Hearets, .. upon wheom | roles of! fort Hei 
-maintainance ; er, roekre My ot 32-486 


their Tieorrs ſo i that none knows the wb#t 
-of theny, -b t the elves ; -and'if is t6 be feared? 
theſe ſivert Morſols and le cl, hath nege-nting 
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follow their people into all parts, to-perſwade them: 
that they are-the only. Saints on Earth, and holier. 
than all others, who muſt ſtand off ; juſt as any may 
perſwade mad people that they are Lords and Ladies, 
and they take themielves. to. be ſuch. The like it is. 
with ſome of them ; -they take themſelves to be. 
Saints, becauſe they are joyned to ſuch a Private 
Meeting ; though poor hearts, many of them are as, 
:gnorant , and can*t give ſogaod an account. of the. 
true grounds of Religion,as a Child may do at Three. 
years old, for all their Spiritual Teachers ; who. 
will wiſh one day that they had not. thus, deluded. . 
poor Souls, and ſinned ſo much. againſt their own. 
Conſciences and Reaſon., if they have. cither , as: 
many of them ſeem to have done ; being in, the ſame 
Circumſtances with thoſe whom the Lord hath com- 
mitted the care of his Sheep unto : though who. are. 
ſo miſtaken in their work, that inſtead. of dividing, 
the Sheep from the Goats. ;. divide the. true Sheep, 
one from another. , and cauſe them to diſagree, or at. 
l-aſt hinder their Communion one with - another. 
If ſuch have any love to their Lord. or his Sheep, let 
them now ſhew it by their willingneſs, to lead them. 
into the'beſt Paſtures , which are the Publick Con- 
gregatioris ; and there abide with them , _to help , 
teed , and nouriſh them ; for they will ordinarily, 
follow their Guids where ever they. go, and hearken 
to their voice, when none elſe ; und # they © wrong, 
itis their faults, in whoſe power it is to fea them 
the right way : but.in caſe there be any amongſt them, 
that will not hear them , nor the Magiſtrates, truly 
fuch Sheep, for ought I know , were betrer in the 
Shambles then in the Flock. But to this, ſome ſeem 
to anſwer, it were indecd a very caſie matter. for us 
to perſwade our People to go tothe ISOs 
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but then what ſhall we do our felyes , - there 
can be no-imployment for ſuch who haye ſo long ab- 
ſented themſelves as we have done,” and we ſhall 
then wantthoſe ſupplies as we uſe to have io private; 
and fowe' and our Families may ſtarve. This will 
be a very poor and fad Plea another day , that they 
negledted their Duties , to the loſs of many Souls; 
becauſe they could not truſt God with theirown and 
their Famihes Bodies, to provide for them ; affured- 
ly there is both work and wages enoughin the Lords 
Vineyard for all his Labourers , if things were right- 
ly ſtated am them , and every Flock had one 
Shepherd ; every Shepherd his due Attendants 
toaſkiſthim:,' as he qught to have;; for the Vintage 
or Harveſt'is' very-great., but the-faithful Labourers 
are but few-;' therefore not only let them give their 
Afliſtance ,, but pray that the Lord of the Harveſt 
may ſend forth more Labourers to get in his Harveſt. 
For ir an Army of Souldiers want ſo many Officers 
toattend 'it-, anuch:more the Church of Chriſt ; and 
likewiſeif:there be ſo many :men that have. ſeveral 
Imployments,as inthe Law they haye,for,the making 
ſure our Temporal Eſtates to us in this World ; how 
me rages Tee , in order8o the 1 
ouriCajling, : and Ele&ion, and Eternal Inheritance 
ſyre, inthe World'to come : - I ſhall leave all thefe 
things to yr 9 3m=men ne of the Miniſters of the Se- 
paratioas , hoping they will not long be ſuch; but: 
loſevig Joyn with the: reſt of their- Brethreti the 
Publick Mi ec I En which have 
been ſo long ſeattered ; there being ' maltitudes '6f 
them fallen into the Thickers and 
rance and Atheiſm, where they. work all: | 
of Wickedneſs ; From- whence is ourprefen; dan- 
gerand fear of a —_ = 
L8 £ care 
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carebe not taken-to- prevent-it': . for can it:be imas 
gined:, but that che W horemongers and Adulterers, 
the Swearers andthe Liars , the Drunkards and the - 
Cheaters of- this Age ,. who live inthe continual ' 
Breach of all Gods Commandments , |will not alſo 
turn Papiſts ſud.lenly , ifoccaſton ſerves: And: be-- 
ſides this, have we not innumerable companies of 
Idle Vagrants,. who know not that it is their dury:to - 
Work for their Bread ; but chuſe rather eo live upon 
Stealing and Couzening, andareſo poer that: they 
are —_ upon all occaſions to be hired by the-Jeſu- 
its aay day for a little Money to ſwear for them, or 
do-any thing elſe they will put them upon; and may 
not we expe&this will alſo help to cut ons Throats, 
unleſs the Lord have more merey on: us :then they , 
when ever they are put upon it: And we'may af- 
ſure our ſelves, that if ever things ſhould be brought - 
to this.,, we whoare ſeparated inow, ſhall be all laid 
together in Blood , fare_all alike: '[Pherefore let 
all be up and us Lag work, as we would be wil-. 
ling to be found doing in ſuch a time, ' or when our 
Lord ſhall come ; not being of the number: of thoſe 
who 3re marked for cauſing diviſions, Rom. 6. 17. 
for ſuch may be looked upon as no':better than rhe. 
Popes. Agents to help his Jeftits to carry” on-their 
work , which they daily contrive. :1t /is'v0' be ad: 
mired that ſo many ſober, well-minded; and ander- 
ſtanding people, do not yet ſee [their dangerby their 
being ſcattered up and down from the: reſt of their 
Brethren, .and arecalled by other Names differing 
from theirs :. for though allthe Flocks are in conti- 
danger of the devouring Wolves , yet the ſcat- 
tored- Sheep .are. more: expoſed. to be a-prey unto 
them , asthey may caſily. perceive, if they will : 
2 how often, Jo they go about. to inthral them 2 
728 —_ Calling 
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Calliog them, - Prexbyterian Plotters ,'! -eniI hv like, 
and: bales all they can't apr 7 pt 'Fije 
were poſſible , while they walk | Tooth), 
andareftra otheirBverhver;” defith -It 
is; that prope ve my nyo PT 
for their ſafery 5 whickif they will a6 
let them not blame them  who'are 'ift-A _ if 
they -tfe feverity to them 20 and het eok upoh 


it as perſecution forth 14” 'bfſt for 
their wilfulnels ind i * att that 


here - 
which conſiſts with: love, "nce Hirity! ro'fectire 


then+ from a future danger of the common Enemy. 
Ard\now tet not Pride and' Covetouſheſs in ay of 
their: Teachers, 'hinder then: ffo 'of fo 


kind's map has Truly Jett 
nate wag in that th ther roikes wo; - 
as in John 4. And'the fwd commend'to'all, ir 


ſo- much he, worm and Avill' conclude this, 
or eg Be. To 


ind Oe 
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Oynrment well c dof Iweer and Oftoriffe- 


rous things, catifor þ + es abje ro — *romobe 
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all 
2nd 
z#i> Cortimon-wealth , carinot but both pleaſe - God. 
and all good Men ; and therefore the Apoſtle faith 
(a5'y arc Men, andas ye are Chriſtians) Love as 


" Fought hw OAT ATY but becarfe 1 
may not ſeem juſt to our Diſfenting Brethren ; when 
I before 'make their only Objeton ag ainſt Uniting 
to & + Meine Church, 7 beck loſs? of - oy 

intetrance',. witerons there art other: _ 
| ingly 
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-inglyatſleaſt, of greater force, as that of having 
-their Call from God, and being appointed Shepherds 
. by bim ;, by yertue of which , they conceive them- 
ſelves, obliged, to continue: their duty , and that ir 
is not in the power of Man to ſuſpend them from it: 
1 ſhall therefore (though eut-of its place) be ſo juſt 
to them and their Cauſe, - as toconſider-it , and will 
return as fair and full an Anſwer to it, as I can. To 
begin therefore with the Queſtion. 

. 'Queſt, 1. Whether may our Govenors ſtlence a Mi- 

niſter of the Goſpe], or no ?-: $5 | 

'. Anſ. 1 jadge they may,andthe Miniſter ſo ſilenced, 
is -bound in Conſcience to ſubmit : Remember the 
Queſtion is not, Whether Governors may-expel the 
Goſpel, and extirpate him ; or whetherthey can.de- 
prive a Miniſter wholly of -his Office, .and-reduce 
him to the State of the Laity or not ? But whether 
they have power to make this or that particular Mi- 
niſter,or ſort of Miniſter,to ceaſe fora time,or altoge- 
ther front the Exerciſe of his or their Office.in their 
.own Dominions?This1 affirm,and thereſorewill inthe 
firſt place conſider the force of theirReaſons:The chief 
whereof I conceive to be theſe Three. 1. TheVertue of 
their Commiſſion.. zly. The Succeſs of their Miniſtry. 
;dly. The Inſufficiency of the.Cauſe ; for which {i- 
lenced, -.Q4jef?.. It is ſaid they have their Com» 
miſſion from God ; gnd can Man reſtrain them from 
Executing their Commiſſion ? Hence, when Peter 
and Jorn, Aﬀs 4. 19. were charged by their.Gover- 
nours not to Preach any more in the Namoas Chriſt, 
anſwered , Whether we ſhould hearkey to: you, more 
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lencing of thoſe Two particu.;ar: Perſon's ,- buticomse. . 
——— there ſhould be no more Preaching ia /the;; , 
Name-of Chriſt, As 4. 27, 18.1 out Goyernors ;j 
are fo far from 'that, -that they do not: forbid ſo,;) 
mach as your. Preaching' 4 -if-you will doit accord: - 
ing tothe-Law of the Land'; 'much leſs-do-they for- 
bi the Preaching of the Goſpel , but. greatly com-. 
mend-it.; yea command it ogenly', always -gn-, 
courage it ; only they have forbid it g0-.be done ia, 
ſach a'manaer. 21 The caſe is far different -ia re» - 
ſpe&of the Perſons fatiibited, for the Apoſtles had. _ 
an immediate Call from God to ;Preach', but the 
Call of Miniſters now, is by the-hands of Men..; Here, 
Note , There-was-no mifedoin the:Call of the A+. 
poſtles;; but there: may beſuchrin ours as may make: 
it juſtly null ; - for God only knowsthe: heart; man 
knows not whether-it be Chriſtian-or-Infidel ; God 
knows the ſecrets of the heart and.life.; man knows-. 
not whether a/Murtherer; Sorcerer, Sefomite, or not. - 
But the Apoſtles Commillion-to Preach being imme-- 
diately from God; could;trot in;R 'xeſtrained 
but 'by the ſame Authority, The young/:Prophet , 
that had a G_—_ ———_— from wn Was; 

niſht by -G X ; with deat $::40r. tranlg g 4t, 
aithoughs the: old Propher ailyredthim z God had re-, 
vok'd'it : [But Miniſters receiving thein Cemmitſion 
by the hands of , Men}, they 4ffuredly kave- power 
to reſtrain them; otherwiſe-God- having; not-given. 
Men an. Infallible Spirit to Judge who-are-fat ; and; 
who will remain ſuch ,, hath left the Church. alone, 
of all other Societies, withouta Remedy! fo latolle. 
rable Miſchiefs ; that is to ſay , Incaſe a Miniſter. 
prove Debaucht, and a Seducer, ec. z2ly, by the 
Anſwer to this inſtantwe.have an Anſwer, to the- 
firſt Reaſon of the Doubt: itisswue,. God hath ap. 
35 3 point 
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pointed the- Office - of the Miniſtry , and hath now 
thereforc given Authority to Commiſiton others to 
Exccate the ſaid Office ; fothar we.maſbſay the Oh 
fice is of Gedt: ' but: Miniſters gow. have tho .power 
to exerciſ#rhis Office from. Men , andiherhat-can:;0- 
pen, cari/ſhut :- So thavitf they ſay-they have:a Com- 
miſſion from God, though by Men toPreach, fo we: 
fay in like-mannerthey havea-Command:from. God, 
though by Men, not to Preach, -- The fame: power 
now ſhuts-that opened to them. The Supream Bow- 
cr; or Magiſtrate under God, having none: his Supe- 
rior but 'God', can be-controuled by none el{e:; but 
Inferior-Magiſtrates may plead.thar their Offices are: 


as much from God; as theirs:that-make: this Obje- 
Aion, Rom. 13, 1. -and;yet be -fixt-in; pr ang 
lar perſons, 'by the'Autharity of Mea; : and there- 
fore one- as wellas the other.may. by their Superi- 
ors, if they ſee cauſe, be reſtrainet}from the -exer- 
ciſe of their Office. 2d. Reaſon of the doubt is; That: 
not only tlie Miniſters filencid are good Men, but do 
much good-by'the uſe of their Miniſtry ; fo:that! to 
ſence them,' ſeems to wn. 1 +a I of Souls, 
which no Man oughtto be guilty. of. For-An- 
ſwer, lp thatdoe-fo \ cor fora Who? 
We, fay the Presbyterians : We:, ſay the lndepen- 
dants: We, ſay the Anabaptifts-: The ſame ſay the- 
Quakers, andſo fay the Papiſts :- And if all Perſons 
may be their own Judges, this may-be a Plea. for all, 
ea for the Turks alſo: For l have heard: that ſome 
have beenmade better by their Preaching out of the 
Alcoran to them. -Now-do not; our Brethren thus: 
raake their Adverſaries Argument againſt them-un« 
aniwerable; for they ſay if Souls be. perverted , and 
they that are Peaccable are-made Seditious;the Hum» 
ble are-madoProud and Cenſorious:; gy 
- '$ . t 
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 Miniſtets of what fort prong fe not 

ſach. pranks ſikenced'? But ſuppoſe ſuch tay as be- 
fore do a great qeatef g60d', yetl1 fay Rt Tong 
as RAT ors affow 4: ſufficient {a ſopply and means 
for Saf ation; if we boaſt norof the ke fuccefs in 
our Miniſters, the Governots are n6t to be blamed 
ii fllencing Y forriier , if the tonug? it, but the 
Feople for not prpitin g by th hy For 'profir- ift 
R pin tals, ariſet Eh not b much'fr 52h the Excellency 
the Preacher , as from the diligence and honeſty 

of the Hearers : 'L kiow they fart I Obje&*\, Thit 
there is not a ſufficient ſupply, in reſpeR of the quali- 
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ent Cauſe for ſuch a Cenſure, or that our Governors. 
do ſuſpend them wrongfully : Are Miniſters bound 
in Conſcience to ſubmit? I Anſwer , I do believe 
that Governors ought to ſilence only for weighty 
Reaſons ; but when thoſe Reaſons are ſufficicht, the 
Governors are to be Judges : Solomon thought fo ;. 
who for Reaſons known to him, 1 Kings 2. 27. 
thruſt out Abzather, and very fitly depoſed him. 
from being Prieſt ; and our Governors think diſo- 
bedience to the Laws a ſufficient Cauſe now ; and if 
Governors may not judge which are ſufficient Cauſes, 
then there could be no effeQtual courſe raken to cor- 
re& heinous Offenders; for it is very rare, if-ever 
they know that thoſe who deſerve fencing >. wall 
confeſs that they do : But put the Caſe yet higher, 
ſuppoſe they not only think that. they are* unjuſtly 
ſilenced , but that really it is fo : Are they bound'in 
Conſcience then to ceaſe from the” Exerciſe of their 
Miniſtry ? I Anſwer, Yes they are, ſo long as it ap- 
pears that our Governors intend they ſhould ; and 
that the Authority that made the Eaw , ' doth not 
mean it ſhould be diſpenc'd withal ; although no 
Schiſme or other Evil , ſhould be conſequent upon 
their Preaching : For we may lawfully do thoſe things 
when commanded ; that Governoys may not law- 
fully command ; . that is to fay.; we may twice cr. 
thrice pay our proportion toa Tax ; and if it be law - 
ſal to be done, it is our duty to do it,” although our 
Governors ought not to have commanded it ': 1 Per: 
2.13, 14, 15- We muft be ſubjef? not only to the 
Good and Conurteous , but alſo to. the frowatd ;. and 
when we ſuffer wrongfully, 19 verſe: We muſt 6-' 
bey them , when their commands are burthenſome z 
and ſubmit when their puniſhments are undeſerved, ' 
26 verſe; for as none are Superior to our Governors 
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but God ; ſo none can diſpenTe with their Commands 
Þut God; and. if-God forbids'not , We muſt be Jub- 
jett-even for Conſcience ſake. (1. If we would dil- 
charge-our Conſciences to Ged , we'muſt be obedi- 
ent to the Laws of Men, Submitting our ſetves to 
every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake, Now 
to bear the puniſhment only, 1s not to bear the 
Law; for then they in Hell are good Subjes to 
God; for as it may be a Law, that is to ſay, a Com- 
mand, which we are bound to obey , although no 
puniſhment -be affixt to it; ſo the puniſhment is no 
rtof the Law, but to move Men to obſerve and 
cep it. If I have omitted any thing that may yet 
cauſe doubts ; 1 wiſh I knew it: And if all their 
doubts are fatisfied, the lefs will ſerve for the-Se- 
cond thing Ja ing ; there being but little need to 
rove that of which there is no doubt. To conclude, 
bh ſuch conſider what St. Paul faith, Rom. 13. 1. 
Let every ſoul be ſubjeft to the higher powers ; and 
what St. Chryſoftome ſaith upon that place , Let eve- 
ry Soul, - whether Apoſtle ,, Evangeliſt , -or whoſoe-+ 
ver; tet ſuch think on the carriage of the' Ancients. 
Inthe like caſe 'Zuſebius of $1moſata went privately 
into Baniſhment , leaſtthe People ſhould have forc'd 
him to have been diſobedient to the Imperial Edict ; 
alledging this place of Scriprure for it ; and thus did 
Athanaſrus ſubmit to Conſtantive the Arrian Empe- 
ror , forthe ſame Reaſon ; and there was ro alledg- 
ing then, that the people would need them; for 
they knew it was their duty tobe ſubjet, and'they 
would not do evil, that good might come of it. We 
muſtnot commit fin to ſave a Soul : Let ſuch conſider 
2dly.How near of kin_the-contrary Do@rine is to the 
grene Error of the Papiſts, which would exempt the 
Clergy from rhe Civil ET ; and an approach to it; 
"YL Z | \-. lies 
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lies as no ſmall blot upon the Presbyterians bf-S-of « 
Lind, in the Caſe of David Blake, who having 
ſaid in the Pulpit , That all Kings are the Devils 
Bearns, and that the Heart of their King Jaw-: wes 
full of Treachery.; was both by the King and Coun» 
cil called to an Account for it : But he prefented his 
Declinator , renouncing both the King and Council 
as Incompetent Judges, and Appealed to the Atleme- 
bly of the Kirke , and this the Council of the Kirke 
then ſitting at Edenbrough , Abetted him in: And 
when he perceived that rhe King and Council would 
yet proceed to Sentence him, by their means he 
raiſed the people of Edenbrough, and forthwith they 
Aſaulted the Kings Houſe , ſo that he was forced 
to flie ; they calling this the Cauſe of God and: Reli. 
gion : and this was frequently the practice of thoſe 
Miniſters, to decline the Judgmenfof the King and - 
Council ; Alerting they had, no power over them , 
as to the Exerciſes of their Othce. zly. Let fuch 
confider how Kings can” be Nurſing Fathers to 
Church and State , if they have no power to ſilence 
Miniſters : They cannot but know the moſt part of 
Pepple are fooliſh , and how eaſily and advantage» 
ouſly the Pulpit can ſeduce and pervert ; and alfo 
how ready the People , by them ſtirred up, are to 
take Arms for Religion ; and how often, even in 
our days , their Preachers have been Trumpeters to 
War. And although we know well Chriſtian Reli- 
gion enjoyns the contrary , to wit, Meekneſs, Sub. 
zetion , Patience , and no where exhorts to Fight 
for our Religion ; yet what hath more diſturbed tke 
World, then miſguided Conſcience ? And how can 
Magiſtrates preſerve the Peace either in Church or 
State, if they have no power tofilence theſe Teach- 
ers of the people when they ſeecauſe ? Aly. Fe 
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ſuch conſider how intlifetent and Yiſha While they? 
own Form of Worſhip is ; oi? Obedience*ts Sape« 
riors is molt plain ,; imforhuch, that? know ndt ar y 
duty in the New Teſtament rhat'\s more foletanly 
injoyned, and earneſily exhorted unto ,-then Obe« 
dience to Superiors ; as is. already both from-St, 
Paul and Peter manifeſted 5, Andidare they . tran 
greſs ſo plain Commands for fo diſputable. things as 
they contend for ? For it is not matters of Faith _ 
they and we zgree well enbugh therein, no'norWor- - 
ſhip, which they may exerctſe ; . but it -is for their 
own way of Worſhip which they thus contend : 
And herein let them conſider how'little good th-ix 
Miniſters can do morethen ours. : dnſtru@tion;, Pray- 
er and Sacraments, may out of doubt. be done b 
ours as well as theirs : + So that- all: that is 
is peculiar totheir Miniſters, which ours do not, 
their peculiar be or mode pf Workſhiping : \ Now 
let them think whether-it were not far more: Ver- 
tuous, anJ better for the Nation , that the People 
ſhould learn and praQtice Obedience;, Love, Peace, 
and Unity ; then only their way of Worſhip. : O. 
bedience being better thea Sacrifice. 


An Hymnin Honourof Chtift and his Church. 


H Mothey dear Jeruſalem, 
Jehovah' s Three on h1gh, * 
O Sacred City, Queen, and IWiſe 
Of Chriſt Eternally ! 
My Heart doth long to” ſee thy Face, 
My Soul doth ſtill deſire 
Thy Glor10us Beauty tab: bold, 
My Mind & ſet on Fire. : 
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Oh Comely Queen , in Glory Old, 

In Honour and Degree , 4 

All fair , thou art exceeding Bright, , 
No ſpot there is inthee. —_ 


O peerleſs Dame and Danghter fair 
of Lowe, without - ny 

riumph, for in thy Beauty brave 
The Ring doth greathy joy. 0 
Thy Parts, thy Shape, thy ſtately Grace, 
Thy Favour fair, indeed, 
Thy comely Hew and Countenance 
All others doth exceed. 


My well beloved Mate did put 

Hu Hand within my Door. 

Therefore in him, my Love, my Joy, 
My Love encreaſeth more. 

T ſought him in my Bed, my Joy - 
Alack fer Love I die ; 

T ſought him oft , and now behold 

T found him preſent ly. 


Now will I hold him faſt indeed, - 

Till he brings me umo | -, 

His Mothers Houſe, and Chambers fair, 
T will not let him go. 


For there T hope abundantly 
Hu Duges to ſuck, and there 
T ſhall be fure to rid my ſelf. 
From Hunger, Thirſt and Fear. 


He» ſhadow me doth cover quite, 
IVhere-undey IT do [it ; 

Fu Fruit is ſweet and pleaſant both, 
My Mouth requireth it. | 
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What « thy vel -beloved Mategeiy \ 
Fr airefFof- thy hint 4* LY 6 
ove is White and err both, 


0: 7 Thouſands chief Aſſgn'd: ms | 


Oh Mother dear Jerufalem,-:. TIT 
The Mother of us all 5) \1 \ 
How Fair thou art aud Delicate 
Nothing ſball thee bejatk ” * 


Which here 07 Earth w, oftgs. ant, do \Y 4 
Poor Wretches that behol. —_— 
The World in ſorrows drench's Io 4 

With miſchiefs Manifold. 


In thee Jeruſalem. I ſay: wo nad viva rel 
No darkneſs dave appear yin nl ho hana he og 
No Night, no Shade , no Winter faub,, = 
No time doth alter there." © 


No Candle there , mw. Mon a lies. 

No —_—_ ng Stars fo  beght,... wo WP Nd 

But Chrift of R wo the Kin | : 

For Ce Res A Teng i. Bay Long 

The Lamb unſpotted White ad Pate, P 
pod wn: lies 3) witud i TY 


Of Sight , ſo great thy Glory is + | 
T Y \& A l_ 'pL I . iT, * _ b £ 0 
This Heavenly Keno Who, Pt" ts jo 


* | DNS! uy) 
He is the King of Kings beſet ... | « rages «clap, Kant 
_ > Ai eny: Fr its __ - 
And they his ha 
Do ſerve him da 5 bell Aber, dtd 4.0 ut O 
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They Praiſe , thisy.Bowes |» 1; yo As a 

es Lowe, they Praiſe, 223 Jr 2 | 
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They Fioly, Holy, erygv\. > (romtlomalhy. 
They neithor faint , _#or hyp no} ap? ; but land 


O happy hundred times were I, 

If after wretched days, | 
might with hiftning Earaeoutaos 

Thoſe Heavenly Songs of Praiſe. 


Which to the Eternal. King are ſung ' 
By Heavenly Wights above 

By ſacred Souls, and Angels fwver,. | DN 
To Jehovah Ged o of ray, | 0 Cnyt 


But much more happy hould1 be, 
Might I beof their Qure, 

To burn with heat, and Prayers goa 
Ferugnt more hot than Fire,” | 


Into thy Gates Joall none approdeh | 
But honeſt , pure and clean; 
No filth, no ſpot, #10 Joanne things is 
Shall ever come therein.. - Jartyn) 
ol Stones fullg I phttious are hy. Pavers, 

by Gates of 9m are told, 
There ar? thoſe Alhlwab's ſung, | > Cn; 
In Streets of beaten Gold, d 0.90.11 UE 3% 


Thoſe Stately Buildings "high in Stars 
On ſquared Stones do riſe, 

With Saphires deck'd, and Voſey Frames 
Encloſed Caſtle-wiſe. « - 


O Father dear , ſaid Chris, let rom 
That given are to me, 

Be with me , that they may bebol* © 
My Glory had with 3Þees 


© 
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op ſo Sr Fo 5 roo it beg 
meſo 
- arp a and only thine 


That pure and. 
+ may become thy Brid e 


O fear it not thou precious Soul, 
Since thou haſt true love for me, 
But thee and I ſhall be 4 
To all Eternity. © 


And that thou mayeſt-be are hereof, - 
Ts Bernard thou mayeſt ſee 

What I have done and ſuffered, 

To purchaſe thu for Fee. 


Here followeth St. Bernart'sV erſes. 


Tuto ary ron - Saviour Rides, 

on au Aſi le harmleſs Bet 
The People As ibeir Ctbe, and: 
co Hofanna i6au 4 Heaven —_ 


At Table as our Savionr Chrift did ſit, 
A Woman poured Ophggon his head, L 
"Judas the Traitor Repines a. t,. - 
And ſells for Money the Eternal Breas. \ 


Chriſt Jeſus waſhed his Deſciples feet, 
They loath, refuſe , but he pfevceth it ; 
For ſupper done 3 ToSimonihas ſaid he, 
Unleſs I do't ; #how haſt no part with mx, 


The time near come that Chyi it ſhould be betrayed, 

The Paſchal Lamb Prepared, where be tis id 

Unto the Twebve our Saviour Chriſt thu 

bes 4 my Black loft, 
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36. A'Call tothe Shepherd;. | 
Amongſt the Twelve, as Jeſus ſat at Meats,. VOY | 
At hu laſt Supper , thus to them he. ſaid, x 
Who dif's his band-in diſþ ,\ and, wath meceats , 
By him the Son of Man fuall ge betrazd.. 


My Soul is heazy,, cot unto death, \ 
Mans {in doth Blood and IVater from me drain, 
For Sm I feel my Tathers angiy Wrath, 
For Sin I drink this Cup of deadly pam. 


The Prince of Peare,,. the "Lamb of Godbetruid, 
Expos'd to Murtherers by a Traitors kiſs, © 
Judas reſtores the price the Prieſts hadpatd, 

De [pairing hangs himſelf : Traitors mark this. 


To Annas firſt his Chriſtian Felters led, 

From thence to Caiaphas, where he beaten is, 

And Scourg'd, and Mock d, Spit on,and almoſt dead, 
All which he endur'd to brsng us unto Bliſs...” 


To Caiaphags Houſe, where Seribes Afembled are, 
And Prieſts \'andElders, Jeſus Chrift is led- 
After to Pilate, where he meekly bears 

Toeir Scoffs, and Thorny Crown upon his head. 


Trembling with fear , caus'd by.a ſilly Maid, 
Once, twice, yea thrice , St. Peter dath deny. 
His Blefſed Lord : Remembring what Chriſt ſaid: 
Goes forth, Repents, and Weeps moſt bitterly. 


Like an Offender Jeſus Chriſt is. bound, 

And ſent to Pilate : Pilate doth confeſs,. 

That Chriſt is guiltleſs : Nothing could be found 
To prove that Chriſt, their Law did er tran(greſs, 


Though Pilates mouth did Feſus juſtifie, 

And Pilates Wife the like did teſtifie, : 

Tet Scourg a be is :- therewith not pleas'd, they cry, 
His Bled on us and ours, him Crucifie. Our 
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Our Bleſſed Saviour Chriſt, theperſef Gain, 
Doth bear the Croſs whereom himſelf muſt dic, 
Simon of Cyrene ſometimes they conſtrain 
Todoit. $0 ſaithithe truth, that cannot lie. 


View here th: Wounds of Chriſt upon the Croſs, 
His Head, his Hands, his Feet, alſo his Side, 
Bl: eding amain , conſider eke the Joſs 

Of his dear life , what more could he abide. 


'Twixt Thieves Chriſt ſuffer'd , for no fault ſhed 

His precious Blood , the Sun.thereat aſham'd, 
O'r-veil,d his Face, the Graves gave up their dead , 
With wonders more that cannot here be nam'd. 


The Bleſſed Virgin ſtanding bythe Croſs 

Of Chriſt our Lord, behold thy Son, (aid be, 
Unto bis. Mother, Oh moſt grievous loſs, 
That he muſt die , who from all faults was free. 


When Chriſt upon the Croſs for us was Nail d, 
And that his Ghoſt was ready to depart, 
The Sun aſham'd, his ſplendent beams 0o'r-vaihd; 


As bluſhing to behold ſo vile a pant, 


When Chriſt our Lord the Fount ain of all bliſs, 
Had ſaid 1 Thirſt, and that the hour was come, 
That he to Deaih muſt yield for our amiſs, 

He ſaid its finiſh'd now, and all is done. 


StxaugeWonders at our $aviours death werewrought,. 
The Graves did open, and the dead come forth, 

The Temple rent in t wain, dumb'Creatures fought 

To expreſs to blinded Jews, thee Makers worth. 


Within a Tomb, which in a Rock was wrought, 
Joſeph In/brines the Body of our Lord, 

IWrapt in a Cloth , which he of purpoſe bought. 

Oh happy Man that did ſuch Love afford. ' Ti 
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WY A Ealt ig the Shepherds, 
7520 Nſarigz cam? to ſeek theiy Lord in Grave, © 


To whom au Angel bright gyees, and ſaith, 
Amongſt the dead your Lord you eaunat bave, 


Jon Chrift bimſrlf appears ta Armitheir Faithe 


[ have here added theſe Verſes, to the end that © © 
Children 'may be taught to ſay them by heart ; 
for it is myeh betrer to fill up their little minds with - 
theſe things than with Balladg, cr the like, + 


